ICEBREAKER
Someone describe their favorite skate park.
(If | skated through that park blindfolded based solely on your description would | get hurt?)

GROUP QUESTION

Pretend that | have never stepped foot on a skateboard before,
can someone here try to convince me why | am missing out on so much fun and why I should start skating?

't's difficult explaining to someone why you love something, and it's even more difficult trying to
convince another person to fall in love with something that they have never experienced themselt. You
love skateboarding not because someone told you to love it, and not because someone explained to
you how much fun it is; you fell In love with skateboarding because you actually started skateboarding.

That's exactly how our relationship with Jesus has to be. We are so often told by our parents and our
church that we should love God, and people try to explain to us why God is so good, but it is impossible
to fall in love with Him If we have never met Him personally.

To grow a relationship with a girlfriend or boyfriend, you go on dates, talk to them, and learn
as much as you can about them. What are some ways to grow in a relationship with God?

A genuine love for God can only start with a real encounter with Him. He wants us to pray and talk to
Him, and He wants to speak to us through the truth of the Bible. Our relationship with God can’t be
something that was handed down to us by our friends or family, but it has to begin with us.

Challenge yourself to actually pray, to actually read the word of God, to actually try to know Him. You'll start
to see that your shallow view of God couldn’t even begin to break the surface of his greatness, and your
experience with your Heavenly Father will change and transform your life like you never could have imagined.

How do you plan to take time out of your normal routine ths week to focus on growing in your
relationship with God?

]

“Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you.” James 4:8

“In my distress | called to the LORD; | cried to my God for help. From his temple he heard my voice;
my cry came pbefore him, into his ears.” Psalm 18:6

“On the day | called, You answered me; You made me bold with strength in my soul.” Psalm 138:3

- PRAYER -

God, | pray that | could begin a real relationship with you. | pray that you would reveal yourself to me, anc
that | could embark on an intimate relationship with you as my Heavenly Father. | pray that my faith in you
can be brought to life, and that my relationship with you could change my life. In Jesus’s name, Amen!




